
 

Newsletter: Summer Term 2017 

We are currently in full swing with our topic 
about ‘water’. We have had lots of fun feeling 

water temperature, making clay models of sea 
creatures and exploring seaweed in the water tray 
amongst other things.  

 
Exploring seaweed provoked a variety of 

reactions!  
 
The children are enjoying the Rainbow Fish story 
which they are acting out using some simple 
props. They have also been dancing to ‘The 
Aquarium’ music and singing a song about sea 
animals. We would like to invite you to come and 
share in this with us during the first week of July. 
Look out for invitations in your child’s tray-coming 
soon!   
 
Our second Montessori Accreditation visit takes 

place this half term. The assessor, Sue Briggs, is 
due to come again to see how we have 
incorporated the recommendations she made 
during her first visit, last term. These included 
creating opportunities for writing in our indoor and 
outdoor environments, which we have been 
working on. She also recommended that we 
review the new maths resources purchased this 
year, so we are currently observing and 
evaluating how they are being used.  
 
During the remainder of this term some of the 
older children will be making preparations to enter 
Primary School in September and we are 
currently preparing their transition documents. 

Each school usually contacts families directly to 
make arrangements for settling in sessions. We  

 

will be organising leavers’ ceremonies to take 

place over the last two weeks of term as an 
opportunity for us to wish them farewell (details to 
follow).  

It has come to our attention that the EYFS record 
keeping system we use is becoming outdated. 
We are therefore in the process of trialling a new 
system; ‘Tapestry’. We are in the early stages of 
learning how to use this and gaining parents 
feedback from those involved in the trial. If 
successful we will be phasing in Tapestry with the 
new children starting in September.   

This year is our 10 year anniversary! I took over 

Chagford Montessori from Claire Ash Wheeler in 
2007. I feel very lucky to have spent this time 
working in such a lovely place, with such 
wonderful people. I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank my parents, Jenni 
and Sebastian for all their support in keeping the 
nursery going, as they do so much ‘behind the 
scenes’. At times, it really is a full time job for my 
whole family! I continue to enjoy and learn from 
the children every day, as they are all so special 
and unique. 

 
Keeping tradition alive - maypole dancing in the 

Spring sunshine. 

 
Please continue reading below for more 
information and events. Thank you for your 
support, Ruth and the staff team ☼  
 
P.S. Remember those sunhats! 
 



Learning about ICT 
Since the last newsletter we have developed our 
approach to using ICT with the children. We have 
provided a ‘sign up’ sheet, that the children write 
their name on when they want to use the Hudl. It 
provides a record of who has had a go and this, 
combined with the 10 minute sand timer 
specifically for use with the Hudl, enables us to 
limit children’s screen time. Other benefits 
include; giving children the impetus to write their 
name; share and take turns as well as children 
developing a healthy attitude to using such 
devices. We have also added a camera for 
children’s use. This is to enable them to take 
photos of whatever they like/find interesting at 
Montessori, which we can then transfer to their 
learning journey as a record.   

 

Lunches                                           
Please pop an ice pack into your child’s lunch 

box to keep their food fresh. Naming lunch bags, 
bottles and containers is really helpful. Also, if you 
are providing grapes or sausages for your child’s 
packed lunch please cut them up to avoid 

choking hazards. Thank you.  
 

Info for parents & carers  

 
This booklet has been published by the 
Department for Education. The purpose of 
the booklet is to help parents/carers find out more 
about how their child is learning and developing 
during their first five years, in relation to the 
EYFS. Children develop more rapidly during the 
first five years of their lives than at any other time. 
This booklet has been written to help parents 
know what to expect during these vitally important 
years by focusing on the seven areas of learning 
and development which are covered in the EYFS. 
The booklet can be down loaded from 
www.foundationyears.org.uk 

 

 

Questionnaire feedback 
Further to your ‘30 hour’ funding questionnaire 

response’s we have decided to keep our opening 
hours/session times the same. We currently offer 
28 hours over four days Monday – Thursday. For 
parents who would like to take the full extended 
entitlement with us, we are able to accommodate 
this by slightly extending the day which can be 
arranged in such circumstances. 
 
Thank you to those parents who completed and 
returned our annual survey. As a result of your 

feedback we made some changes to children’s 
planning, as most of you will have seen in your 
child’s learning journey recently.   
  

Staff news 
We are delighted to welcome back Louise 
Griffiths who has now joined us as a permanent 
member of our staff team. Having completed her 
Teaching Practice at Chagford Montessori in the 
Spring Term she is now ready and able to take on 
the full role of key teacher to some of our newest 
little ones.  
 
It has been brilliant having Annkatrin Hendry 
working at Montessori this term and I’d like to 
wish her success with her own projects in the 
future.   
 
Melanie Salmon is continuing with her Teaching 

Practice during the remainder of this term and will 
be returning to finish her hours in the Autumn 
Term.  

  

Dentists Outing  
We are planning to visit Chagford Dental 
Practice on the morning of Wednesday 5th 
July, kindly facilitated by Monty’s parents. This 

outing will enable children to become more 
confident with changes in routine, learn about 
keeping themselves safe when out and about, as 
well as how important it is to brush their teeth! We 
will need parent helpers for this outing. Please 
sign up using the list in the garage. Thank you.  

 

Term Dates for 2017 
 
Summer Term 
Last day of term - Thursday 20th July 
 
Autumn Term 
Monday 4th September - Thursday 19th October 
2 WEEK HALF TERM 
Monday 6th November - Tuesday 19th December

 
 

 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/

