
 

Newsletter: Spring Term 2017 

The first half term ended on a high, it was a lovely 

week....in addition to our usual activities we did 

Asian cooking, Chinese lantern making, with the 

finale being our Montessori Accreditation visit on 

the last day! Thankfully, under the watchful eye 

our beautiful dragon on the wall, good luck 

emanated and everything went well☺ The 

Chinese New Year saw us making rice paper 

wraps containing noodles and vegetables. The 

children were fascinated by the way the stiff rice 

paper softened in the water and became slippery 

once soaked. While only a few liked bean 

sprouts, noodles seemed to be universally 

popular! 

  

This activity is part of our ‘Little Explorers’ topic, 

which will span the whole of this term. We are 

travelling over our continents map, (displayed in 

the music room) focussing on particular features 

of each continent such as animals, food, art. This 

next half term we are visiting Africa, the Americas 

and Europe.  

In addition to this topic we have been enhancing 

learning in our outdoor environments. At the 

beginning of term we ordered some new maths 

resources which will enable us to involve children 

in measuring, comparing, counting and identifying 

shapes during outdoor play. Claire is doing an 

‘outdoor learning’ course which will provide lots of 

ideas for her to share with us. We have also been  

enhancing our Letters & Sounds materials for 

playing games based on rhyme and alliteration. 

 

I choose to take part in the Montessori 

Accreditation scheme as it offers a valuable 

means of enabling us to enhance our provision. It 

involves a two stage process, whereby an 

assessor (Sue Briggs), visits us twice. Sue is due 

to come again in three months time. During her 

first visit, she talked to parents and observed the 

morning session to ascertain whether we are 

meeting certain criteria   pertaining to aspects of 

Montessori philosophy. She then looked at 

paperwork and talked to me in the afternoon 

before giving glowing feedback later in the day.      

Sue enjoyed the calm, peaceful atmosphere and 

effective role modelling on the part of the staff. 

She observed the children putting away activities, 

following the ground rules which were reinforced 

gently and clearly. She was impressed by the 

high levels of independence demonstrated by the 

children.  Sue also offered ideas for 

consideration. These included finding ways to 

enable the children to contribute to their yellow 

books, perhaps through use of the camera; also 

to provide opportunities for purposeful writing 

around the indoor and outdoor environments 

amongst other suggestions. The reaccreditation 

supports us and provides impetus to carry on 

improving what we do. Please continue reading 

below for more information and events. Thank 

you for your support, Ruth and the staff team ☼ 



 
 

Technology is everywhere 
We are now incorporating technology into the 
children’s work cycle. We have a shelf at 
child’s height to store the Hudl Tablet, a video 
camera and still’s camera. This enables the 
children to choose to use these pieces of 
equipment freely, thereby increasing their 
knowledge and understanding of ICT. We are 
monitoring use to ensure that no one is using 
it for too long.  
 

 
Getting to grips with the video camera 

 

Questionnaires for all 
You will be aware that the government is 
bringing in ‘30 hour’ funding for 3 and 4 year 
old children from September 2017. We need 
to ascertain if parents would like to claim this 
entitlement and if so, which days /hours 
would suit them best. We would be grateful if 
you could please complete the questionnaire 
as soon as possible and return to us, so we 
can start to plan accordingly. Information 
regarding the funding criteria is outlined on 
the questionnaire.  
 
The other questionnaire is our annual survey 

which we use to gather feedback about what 
we offer. As it is mid way through the 
academic year, we would very much 
appreciate gaining your thoughts at this point. 
Thank you for your time in completing this. 
  

 
 

 
 

Staff news 
Eloise Macdonald started with us as an 
Apprentice at the beginning of this term. She 
has settled in well and is learning the ropes 
quickly. Eloise is now taking a more active 
role in the day to day routines of the nursery. 
 
Vashti will be leaving us at the end of this 
term. We have enjoyed working with her and 
wish her well for the future. I look forward to 
working more closely with Vashti’s key 
children during the Summer Term as I will be 
taking over this role.   
 
A new Teaching Practice student will be 
joining us this half term; Melanie Salmon is 
studying with the Montessori Centre 
International and plans to be with us every 
day. She needs to do 400 hours at the 
nursery, which will bring her to the end of the 
Summer Term. We really appreciate the help 
students give us. We will be sad to see 
Louise finish her hours at the beginning of 
March, but we plan to keep in touch. 
  

World Book Day Outing  
We are hoping to visit Chagford Library on 
the morning of World Book Day, Thursday 
2nd March. This outing will enable children to 

become more confident with changes in 
routine, learn about keeping themselves safe 
when out and about, as well as all the 
benefits that enjoying books brings. We will 
need parent helpers for this outing. Please 
sign up using the list in the garage. Thank 
you.  
 

Term Dates for 2017 
Spring Term  

Ends on Thursday 30th March 

 

Summer Term 

Tuesday 18th April - Thursday 25th May 

1 WEEK HALF TERM 

Monday 5th June - Thursday 20th July 

 

Autumn Term 

Monday 4th September - Thursday 19th October 

2 WEEK HALF TERM 

Monday 6th November - Tuesday 19th December

 


